
Welcome to Key Stage 4



Aims of this evening

• Making a successful transition to KS4

• Work experience key steps

• How you can support your child



Key people 

• Form Tutors and teaching staff Year 10
• Mrs Nolan – Associate Head of Year 10
• Mrs Rodway  - Head of Year 10
• Mr Ridgeway – Assistant Principal KS4
• Miss Houlton - Careers Leader
• Mrs Patel – Careers Adviser
• Year 10- Parents/Carers
• Year 10- Students



Moving to Key Stage 4
• Expectations are still very high
• Demands and challenges are even 

greater
• GCSE subjects will require greater depth 

of study and new skills
• Every lesson, every homework, every 

piece of work – all will make a 
difference

• It’s not all about results, but…
• Results will determine next steps, and 

that affects their future plans
• 100% effort will give the best results



Some facts about the GCSEs
• Majority have terminal exams

• A few have NEAs such as DT, Art etc.

• Tiers in Maths, Science, MFL

• Science is worth 2 GCSEs and so receives two grades, from 1,1 
to 9,9.  The grades can be different, e.g. 5,6

• Some subjects are vocational courses, e.g. Creative Media 
Production and Information Technology

• These are graded differently – Distinction*, Distinction, Merit, 
Pass



Post 16 requirements
• All students must achieve 

a minimum of a grade 4  
in English and Maths

• Students not achieving 
grade 4 in English or 
Maths will need to 
continue studying these 
subjects as part of their 
post-16 studies.



In school

• High quality teaching

• Regular feedback for students and 
parents on targets and predicted 
grades, as well as effort, homework 
and attitudes to learning

• Targeted interventions for students

• Develop key skills such as resilience, 
independence



Pastoral
Support:

• Ensuring that students emotional, mental 
and physical well-being are supported

Curriculum:

• Learning: Developing their study and 
revision skills

• Health: Equip students with tools to help 
maintain their wellbeing

• Careers: Preparing students for life 
beyond Soar Valley



Work experience

• Key information

• Key dates

• Application process



Key information
• LEBC:

• An external partner that 
organises work experience 
placements

• They ‘match’ student 
placements based on their 
applications

• They ensure all work 
placements are risk assessed



What is work experience?
• One week Monday 8th – Friday 

June 12th 2026

• Students experience a real 
working environment

• Develop key skills to support 
students in making their post 16 
choices

• Explore a chosen job sector to 
see if it meets their expectations



Key work experience dates

• 9th September- Key Stage 4 Transition Evening
• 10th September- Work experience email
• 22nd September- Work experience application deadline
• 27th October- Self placement form deadline
• W/B 4th May- Work experience placements confirmed
• 4th April onwards students must contact their employers
• 8th June-12th June Work experience



Three key documents
1. Student directory: facts about the 

sectors available and future jobs
2. Online application form: all students 

MUST complete this form
3. Student self placement form: this form 

must be completed ONLY if you are 
seeking a self organised placement

• You will receive all documents in an 
email on 10th September



Online application form-1

• Areas of work : Select 3 
choices

• Job role: After each 
area of work, you will 
be asked to select a job 
role

• Students must be 
prepared to work in all 
three of their choices



Travel areas

• What is in the local area?
• What are the bus routes 

like?
• How will they get to the 

designated area?
• It is essential you consider 

travel when completing the 
application form, you must 
select 4 areas



Self placement

• The employer needs to 
complete the entire form and 
sign it

• All employers must have 
employers’ liability insurance

• If the form is not fully 
completed it will not be 
accepted

• LEBC will then run associated 

Health and Safety checks 



Student placements

• Once students receive their 
placement, they* must contact 
the employer

• Unplaced students will be given 
a list of placements to choose 
from

• Students must take their 
paperwork with them on the 
first day of their work 
experience



Further information and questions

• LEBC will work directly with the school 
only

• Once a work experience placement has 
been secured there is no option for 
change

• Please contact Miss Houlton or Mrs 
Patel

• Email careers 
mailto:careers@soarvalley.aspirelp.uk 

mailto:careers@soarvalley.aspirelp.uk


How you 
can support 
your child



Building the right habits
• Establish the habits 

now

• Simple rewards to 
reinforce the right 
habits



Attendance and punctuality
• Attendance is crucial in supporting your 

child to achieve their potential

• 17 missed school days a year = 1 GCSE 
grade DROP in achievement.

• Equally important is PUNCTUALITY – to 
registrations and to all lessons

• Key messages are given in registration

• The start of lessons are hugely important

• Ensure they organise their school bag the 
night before



The best conditions

• Diet, make sure they are 
hydrated, and get some exercise

• Distraction free environment

• Sleep is essential for success

• Encourage a positive mind-set

• Encourage them to make the 
most of opportunities and 
participate

• Encourage ongoing revision, 
from DAY ONE!



For Parents



Satchel One (Show My Homework)

Log in and see all 
outstanding homework 

and when it is due :



Year 10 key dates

Key dates Event

September 9th  2025 Year 10 KS4 Transition Evening 

September 22nd 2025 Work experience application deadline

November 20th 2025 Progress Check 1

February 9th-13th 2026 KS4 Apprenticeship Week

February 13th 2026 Progress check 2

March 2nd – 6th 2026 National Careers Week

March 26th 2026 Parents’ Evening

June 8th – June 12th 2025 Year 10 Work Experience

July 3rd 2026 Progress Check 3



ASPIRE ENJOY ACHIEVE
• We have high aspirations and high expectations for your 

child and will provide them with lots of support

• We want your child to have high aspirations and high 

expectations of themselves

• We thank you for showing your support at the start of the GCSE 
journey by viewing this short presentation

Good luck to the class of 2027!
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